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From the Prez -

Welcome to April 2022. If you’re reading
this, you’ve experienced continued reductions
in COVID restrictions including eliminating
masks on DMAFB except in the medical clin-
ic. Hopefully you are able to enjoy this unless
you feel more comfortable wearing a mask for
personal reasons. I hope that you continue to
enjoy your daily activities and count the bless-
ings you have as an American. I also encour-
age you to become as involved as you can
with your local AFA Chapter 105.

For our January meeting we were again host-
ed by VFW Post 549 on Old Spanish Trail. A
force in Tucson, Ben Buhler Garcia gave
presentation on the Tucson Community Cares
Foundation, of which he is president, and our
own Maire Lankford and Vickie Jo Ryder are
members of the board of directors. TCCF
does many things behind the scenes to support
the Airmen, Guardians and their families in
the Greater Tucson areca. BBG, as Ben is
fondly known, is also the driving force behind
and host of “American Warrior” radio show;
now in podcast form that I frequently listen to.
We were also hosts to Bruce “Orville” Wright
and his wife, Kerri, as they were in town for a
separate event and extended their stay to at-
tend our chapter meeting. See separate article.

Although we didn’t have a “normal” meeting
in February, we were able to attend the Herit-
age Flight Training and Certification Course,
March 4-6, on the DMAFB flightline. Unfor-
tunately, due to continuing, although greatly
reduced, DoD COVID-19 restrictions we were
unfortunately unable to go on the flightline
before flying commenced to get up close &
personal with the aircraft.

For our March meeting, March 25, we jour-
neyed to the Morris Air National Guard Base,
located on land leased from the Tucson Air-
port Authority, to visit the 162d Wing where
we received a briefing from the wing com-
mander, Brigadier General Jeffrey L. Butler
while we ate lunch provided by one of our
Community Partners, the Chick-fil-A on Ir-
vington & I-19, that is owned and operated by
Andres Romo and his team. Following the
briefing and the lunch, we received a VIP tour
of the facility, including a stop at an F-16 and
MQ-9 Predator drone. See separate article.

The 2021 Annual Arizona AFA Gathering
(the 2020 event was cancelled due to COVID-

19), which was planned for May 14-15, has been
rescheduled to May 13-14, 2022. The event will still
be hosted by the Luke Chapter 151 and will be held
at Club 56 on Luke AFB, AZ. Club 56 on Luke
AFB, will be the site of a welcome reception Friday
night and State and Southwest Region meetings on
Saturday. Saturday night will be a dinner where the
guest speaker will be the Dean of the Michell Insti-
tute, Lt Gen David Deptula, USAF (Ret). This
should be a great event so please consider putting it
on your calendar.

One aspect of COVID-19 has been the use of dis-
tance learning for many courses and AFA has
adapted to that for the CyberGenerations course.
The CyberGenerations course is aimed at seniors and
is intended to emphasize the need for cyber security
both online and on your phone. You can access the
course at:  https://www.uscyberpatriot.org/Pages/
Special%20Initiatives/Virtual-Workshop.aspx . If
you haven’t already experienced an email, web-
based, or phone scam, you’re lucky but I can almost
guarantee that your time is coming. Take some time
and be prepared.

While your chapter continues to be in good finan-
cial health, we need to continue raising funds to sup-
port chapter activities and fund the support we pro-
vide to our local airmen and their families; so please
consider donating. If you are on Facebook, you can
set up a fundraising event that directly supports
YOUR chapter. If you use Amazon, consider mak-
ing YOUR chapter the recipient of a donation every
time you make a purchase by using Amazon Smile.
You can get started at: https://smile.amazon.com/gp/
chpf/homepage?orig=%2F. You’ll need to designate
Air Force Association Tucson Chapter as the recipi-
ent of your donation. It doesn’t affect the price you
pay and we receive 0.05% of all eligible purchases.
Thank you for your help.

Chapter 105 is now part of the Fry’s Community
Rewards Program. This program makes fundraising
easy by donating to local organizations based on the
shopping you do every day. See separate article to
see how to join the program.

We are always looking for members who want to be
involved and everyone is invited to our Executive
Committee meetings which are usually on the first
Monday of the month unless it falls on a federal holi-
day. (See calendar elsewhere for specific dates).

For a list of all known events, see the events calendar
later in this newsletter.

And remember, we are all: A4irmen for Life

Wally Saeger, President
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Chapter’s March Program
Tour of
Morris Air National Guard Base, AZ

On March 25th, 20 members of the Tucson AFA Chapter
were welcomed at the Morris ANG Base and received a
guided tour of the base by Maj. Angela Walz, Chief of 162™
Wing Public Affairs. The meals for our chapter members
and members of the 162nd Wing helping with the tour were
donated by the Chick-fil-A on Irvington Road near I-19, one
of our Community Partners.

During lunch in the base’s cafeteria, 162™
Wing Commander BG Jeffrey L. Butler pre-
sented a video of the 162™ Wing’s operations
and then spoke on how the Wing was involved
in training F-16 flight crews from 25 foreign
countries.

The Morris Air National Guard Base is home
to the Air National Guard's premler F-16 fighter pilot train-
1ng unit, the 162™ Wing. It is one of the largest ANG wings
in the country and resides next to the Tucson International
Airport. The wing shares use of the runway, security and fire
control with the airport. Guardsmen provide ready forces in
support of civil authorities and wartime operations.

Since its activation in 1956, the 162™ Wing has fulfilled a
federal and state mission. The dual mission, a provision of
the US Constitution, results in each Guardsman holding
membership in the National Guard of Arizona and in the
National Guard of the United States. Specifically, the wing
serves the United States and allied nations by providing the
finest fighter training programs in the world, securing our
nation’s skies and providing global intelligence surveillance
and reconnaissance precision attack in support of joint force
missions around the world.

The 162™ is the “face of the USAF to the world”, provid-
ing the best-trained coalition war-fighting partners for the
United States Air Force. The wing has trained pilots from
25 countries that fly the F-16 today while developing strate-
gic partnerships and building strong international relation-
ships based on performance, friendship, and trust.

From Davis-Monthan Air Force Base, the wing operates a
24/7 alert detachment to provide a rapid reaction force en-
suring air sovereignty over the Southwest.

Also located at Davis-Monthan AFB is the Total Force
Training Center. This 162™ detachment provides support
for visiting flying units from around the world looking to
train in the optimal weather conditions and ample ranges of
Southern Arizona.

Chapter members oh tour of the ANG Baseé

Bill Goodall

Chapter’s January Program

Our first chapter meeting for 2022 was held January 21st
at VFW Post 549 and featured Ben Buehler-Garcia as our
guest speaker. Ben Buehler-Garcia is the host and produc-
er of the syndicated American Warrior Radio program
currently broadcasting on seven stations. (KVOI 1030 AM
in Tucson). You can find more information and podcasts
on the web site: https://americanwarriorradio.com/.

Because he never served, he be-
lieves it is his duty to support those
who do.

Ben, or BBG as he likes to be re-
ferred to, has received the “Good
Neighbor of The Year” award from
the Navy Operational Support Center
Tucson and was selected as Lt. Gen-

President Sacger  €ral Robin Rand’s Honorary Com-
with BBG mander for the 12th Air Force. He was
recently named an Ambassador for the

Green Beret Foundation.

BBG currently volunteers as President of the Tucson
Community Cares Foundation, Vice President of the 9/11
Tower Challenge Foundation, Vice President of the USS
Tucson 770 Club and conducts business outreach on behalf
of the Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve.

BBG gave a presentation on why he does what he does
while revealing some of his personal history that made him
what he is today, an outstanding member of the Tucson
community and a strong proponent of supporting those
men and women who protect us at home and abroad.

As an added benefit, Bruce “Orville” Wright, and his
wife Kerri, who were in town to attend
several other events in Arizona, took
time out of their busy schedule to attend.
Orville took the opportunity to talk brief-
ly about what was happening today at the
AFA National office and future plans to
support Air Force Airmen and Guardians
and their families and AFA members in
general.

FORA~n

NOTICE
Air Force Association Chapter 105 is now part of the Fry’s Community Rewards
Program. This pro- gram makes fundraising easy by donating to local organizations
based on the shopping you do every day. Once you link your Card to an organiza-
tion, all you have to do is shop at Fry’s and swipe your Shopper’s Card. Here’s how
it works:
1. Create a digital account.
A digital account is needed to participate in Fry’s Community Rewards. If you
already have a digital account, simply link your Shopper’s Card to your account so
that all transactions apply toward the organization you choose.
2. Link your Card to an organization.
Selecting the organization that you wish to support is as simple as updating the
Fry’s Community Re- wards selection on your digital account.

1. Sign into your digital account.

2. Search for your organization (Air Force Association Chapter 105)

3. Enter the name or NPO number of the organization you wish to sup-
port.

Air Force Association Chapter 105 NPO# is DH856

4. Select the appropriate organization from the list and click “Save”.

Your selected organization will also dlsplay in the Fry’s Community Rewards
section of your account. If you need to review or revisit your organization, you can
always do so under your Account details.

3. Your organization earns.

Any transactions moving forward using the Shopper’s Card number associated with
your digital ac- count will be applied to the program, at no added cost to you. Fry’s
donates annually to participating organizations based on your percentage of spend-
ing as it relates to the total spending associated with all participating Fry’s Commu-
nity Rewards organizations.




AFA Arizona Gathering, May 13-14, 2022

The 2022 AFA Arizona Gathering will take place May 13-
14 at Club 56 located on Luke AFB in Glendale AZ.

There will be a Welcome Event on Friday hosted by the
AFA Luke Chapter to allow participants and local guests to
mingle and share “war stories” and the opportunity to meet
Saturday night’s dinner guest speaker, Lt Gen David Deptula,
USAF (Ret). Lt Gen (Ret) Deptula is currently the Dean of
the Air Force Association’s Mitchell Institute and was the
architect of the air war in the first Gulf War, Operation De-
sert Storm.

Saturday’s daytime agenda will concentrate on topics ger-
mane to the Air and Space Forces, the mission of the AFA in
supporting these service components, and AFA members.

The Arizona Gathering will culminate in a dinner where Lt
Gen (Ret) Deptula will be the guest speaker. Besides those
attending the Saturday events, Luke AFB and 161* Air Refu-
eling Wing leadership, and local community leaders will be
invited to attend.

Watch for more information as details such as the agenda
for Saturday and costs to attend become available.

Twelfth Air Force (Air Forces Southern)

Annual Awards Dinner

The Twelfth Air Force (Air Forces Southern) held its An-
nual Awards Dinner at the Pima Air & Space Museum of
Friday, March 25th to recognize their outstanding airmen
and civilians for 2021. The event was hosted by the Com-
mander, Twelfth Air Force (Air Forces Southern), Major
General Barry Cornish. General Cornish was accompanied
by his wife, Missy, and
their daughter, Kendall.
The guest speaker was
.. 7| Lieutenant General, USAF
(Retired) Bruce “Orville”
Wright, the current AFA
National President.  At-
tending the event repre-
senting AFA Chapter 105
and AFA Arizona was
Pictured from the left are Mrs. Missy Colonel, USAF (Retired)

Cornish, Major General Barry Cornish, Wally Saeger and hls wife
Licutenant ~ General (Ref) Bruce Joan. Also attending was

“Orville” Wright, Colonel (Retired) from Chapter 105 was our
Wally Saeger, Mrs. Joan Saeger chapter Vice President
Bryan Foulk and his wife,
Sarah. Bryan is also the honorary commander for 12AF (Air
Forces Southern).
For those not familiar with 12AF (Air Forces Southern),
whose headquarters is on DMAFB, what follows is a brief
description from their web site.
“Today, the dual mission of 12th AF (AFSOUTH) continues
as an Air Combat Command (ACC) component Numbered
Air Force and as the air component for U.S. Southern Com-
mand. As part of ACC, the unit ensures that assigned and
aligned forces, 10 active and 23 Air Force Reserve Com-
mand and Air National Guard units are properly trained and
equipped. As the air component for USSOUTHCOM, it has
the responsibility for all USAF forces in the U.S. Southern
Command AOR, developing air and space contingency
plans, and providing command and control of the AOR air,
space, and cyber operations. With a long and proud history,
stretching back nearly three quarters of a century, 12th AF
(AFSOUTH) stands ready to support the defense require-
ments of the United States and its allies today and into the
future.”

“A Little Bit of History”
Convair XB-46

TS e ——— —— 2
The Convair XB-46 was a single example of an experi-
mental medium jet bomber which was developed in the mid-
1940s but which never saw production or active duty. It com-
peted with similar designs, the North American XB-
45 and Martin XB-48, all of which saw little use after the
successful development of the Boeing XB-47.

The XB-46 had a long streamlined oval torpedo-
shaped fuselage, long narrow straight shoulder-mounted
wings with four Chevrolet-built J35-C3 axial-flow eleven
stage turbojets of 3,820 pounds-force static thrust paired in
an integral nacelle under each wing. The fuselage turned out
to be a problem, as it distorted under flight loads. The pilots
sat in tandem in a pressurized fighter-style cockpit under a
single Plexiglas teardrop canopy with the bombardier-
navigator-radio operator in a transparent Plexiglas nose sec-
tion.

Production versions were to be equipped with a pair
of .50 caliber Browning M2 machine guns in a tail turret de-
signed by Emerson Electric Company and provision was
made for a remote control optics and sighting system, but no
weaponry was fitted into the prototype. Likewise, production
aircraft were intended to be built with the General Electric
J47 engines rather than the J35s used on the prototype.

The XB-46's first flight occurred 2 April 1947 after a month
of taxi testing, and lasted ninety minutes as the bomber de-
parted the Convair plant in San Diego, California for Muroc
Army Airfield in the high desert. The pilot praised its han-
dling qualities. Basic flight testing took place for five months,
and by September 1947 it was concluded after 127 hours aloft
on 64 flights by both the Convair company and AAF test pi-
lots. The aircraft was accepted on 7 November and delivered
on 12 November 1947.

General characteristics

® Crew:3
® Length: 105 ft 9 in (32.23 m)
®  Wingspan: 113 ft 0 in (34.44 m)

®  Max takeoff weight: 95,600 1b (43,363 kg)
Powerplant: 4 x Allison J35-A-3 turbojet engines, 4,000 Ibf
thrust each

Performance

Maximum speed: 545 mph (877 km/h, 474 kn)
Cruise speed: 439 mph (707 km/h, 381 kn)
Range: 2,870 mi (4,620 km, 2,490 nmi)
Service ceiling: 40,000 ft (12,000 m)

® Time to altitude: 35,000 ft (10,668 m) 19 minutes
Armament

Guns: 2% .50 in M2 Browning machine guns

Bombs: 22,000 1b
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Heritage Flight Training Course 2022

The Heritage Flight Training Course took place at Davis-
Monthan Air Force Base the first week of March with air-
craft and personnel arriving March
1 and flying operations taking
place between March 3rd and 6th

_ Air Force demonstration pilots
" trained with civilian Air Force Her-

~  itage Flight Foundation pllOtS to
0 Thomas photo become certified to perform in the
2022 air show season. Heritage flights raise awareness of
the Air Force mission and commemorate its history.

The HFTC is not an air show and was not open to the pub-
lic. Chapter members were invited to attend the Friday
March 4th session along with the
base population and members of
the media. Due to restrictions e
because of COVID19, we were ‘%
not allowed to get on the flightline =%
to get up close with the aircrews ‘%‘*
and airplanes .befo.re the flying vl s
started. But it still attracted a
good crowd to enjoy the flying and the weather cooperated

for the most part. High winds
F W on Friday cancelled some of
the practice flights but better
weather on Saturday and Sun-
day helped make up.

S This year’s training included

= | the F-35 Lightning II, F-22

E Bill Goodall photo | Raptor, F-16 Viper and A-10
Thun-

derbolt IT demonstration teams.

Participating heritage aircraft includ-
ed the P-51 Mustang and F-86 Sabre.

More information about the Air
Force Heritage Flight Foundation is
available here: https:/
www.airforceheritageflight.org/.

More information about ACC’s demonstration teams is
available here: https://www.acc.af.mil/Home/Aerial-Events/

Thank you again to DMAFB Protocol for the invitation to
be a part of this annual event and enjoy some spectacular
flying.

Veterans

Arizona Parks has a day use fee for entrance to the park. They also have
a discount program for Veterans. Go to this website for full details: https:/
azstateparks.com/fee-schedule/

Veterans Discount Program

Arizona State Parks thanks the brave individuals who have proudly
served our country.

To support our active military members and Veterans, we offer the following
discounted day use access to our parks. Discounts apply to qualified Military
day use pass holder and up to three accompanied adults.

All Active Military, Guard and Reserve

A Department of Defense Youth Program

Since the start of the 2021-2022 academic school year, STAR-
BASE Arizona has provided STEM instruction to 574 fifth
grade students from three school districts in
the Tucson and Vail areas. Twenty two
classes have graduated from our program
thus far! The year is not over. We have
two more sessions scheduled where eight
additional classes will be provided 25 hours
of hands-on minds-on instruction in Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and Mathe-
matics. We continue to uphold the needed
mitigation strategies and are extremely
grateful to be supporting students in our [

~ classroom.

Recently, we participated in the SARSEF
= (Southern Arizona Research, Science and

] Engineering Foundation) Community STEM
— Expo at Reid Park. This event celebrated the
research completed by thousands of students
in Southern Arizona. Students and their fami-
lies were able to interact with dozens of
i hands-on STEM activities from exhibitors.

STARBASE AZ showcased our newest mini
robots, allowed students to experiment with different levels of
force when launching straw rockets and provided a wind tunnel
demonstration that ignited great conversations centered around
aerodynamic drag. Around 1500 people attended this event. We
were thrilled to be able to interact with our community.

STARBASE AZ is connecting with middle school students
this year! We officially launched our 2.0 after school pllot pro-
gram in January supporting two 6" grade
classes. Each week students work on team
building, goal setting and learn about the
science of speed. Students are assigned a
coach while engaged in the engineering de- ;
sign process. Their mission is to build a CO2 |
dragster that stays within certain specifica-
tions. Before creating their design out of
balsa wood, each student utilizes a computer §
aided design program to learn and test out F'%
their prototype virtually. The process has
been extremely rewarding! We are always accepting coaches
for 2.0.

If you are interested in volunteering, please contact STAR-
BASE Arizona director Kristine Impellizzeri at (520)228-0912
or via email at impellizzerik@vailschooldistrict.org

Arizona Resident - Retired Military Veterans

50% off day use pass. Please bring proof of service (for example a military ID or

DD214) along with your Arizona license to a park visitor center.

Arizona Resident - 100% Military Disabled Veterans

100% free day use pass. Please bring your VA-Certified proof of 100% service con-

nected disability and Arizona license to a park visitor center to receive your pass.

50% off day use entrance. Please show your Military ID at the gate, no pass

- ired Designated pass holder must accompany guests to receive discount. Discount is good
is required.

for day entry to parks only. Discounts not applicable for tours including Kartchner
Caverns State Park cave tour tickets or Riordan Mansion State Historic Park tours,
special use fees, special program fees, special events fees, special event admission
fees, any reservation fees, camping fees or overnight parking fees. Pass is non-
transferable and photo ID is required for entrance.

Disabled Military

50% off day use pass to all service disabled (10-90%) military. Please bring
your VA-Certified proof of service connected disability along with
your license.
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Community Partner Program

For more than 40 years, businesses have been joining the Air Force Association to support both AFA National and local AFA chap-
ters. Becoming a Community Partner is a great way to get your business involved with your local Air Force Community. Community
Partners are partnership businesses that want to assist both AFA National and the local AFA chapters by becoming involved in
Community efforts to support the United States Air Force.

By forming a partnership with your local AFA chapter, your business will help AFA fulfill their mission to promote a dominant Unit-
ed States Air Force and a strong national defense. Any business or organization can become a CP and have two options for member-

ship:

Category One (CP I) $90.00 annually- Business can designate one person to receive AFA Membership and enjoy all benefits thereof.

Category Two (CP II) $180.00 annually- Business can designate two people to receive AFA Membership and enjoy all benefits

thereof.

Not only does a Community Partner receive all the benefits of an AFA membership, such as a variety of product and service dis-
counts, insurance programs, and much more, but the partner will also receive the following upon joining AFA:

Date Medallion

Wooden Plaque

87x5” “Our Business Supports Our Troops" Window Decal

If your business is interested in becoming a Community Partner, you should first contact your local chapter.

For questions or for more information on the program, please contact: Dave Carrell, carrelldav@aol.com, (520) 305-4407

Have your business become a part of a great cause and show your patrons that you support our Air Force!

A & E Specialty Marketing
Elliott M. Klahr

P. O. Box 4423

Rio Rico, AZ85648
520-281-1369 (P)
520-980-0515 ©

Chick-fil-A

Dave Carrell

6675 E. Grant Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85715
520-305-4407

Chick-fil-A

4885 N. Oracle Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85705
520-408-2456

Chick-fil-A

Brian White

3943 W. Ina Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85741
520-744-6269

Tucson Chapter’s Community Partners

Chick-fil-A

Matt Hountz

3605 E. Broadway Blvd
Tucson, AZ 85716
520-321-4232

Chick-fil-A

Andres Romo

1188 W. Irvington Rd.
Tucson, AZ 85714
530-741-2280

Ciruli Brothers

5 Calle Cristina

Rio Rico, AZ 85648
520-281-1456

Vantage West Credit Union
P. O.Box 15115

Tucson, AZ 85708
800-888-7882
Vantagewest.org

Tucson Appliance Company
Chris Edwards

4229 E. Speedway Blvd
Tucson, AZ 85712
520-881-1207
tacappliance.com

Brushfire BBQ
Peter Wagle

7080 E. 22nd St.
Tucson, AZ 85710
520-867-6050

Aero Club of Arizona

P. O. Box 856

Green Valley, AZ 85622
520-648-5749


mailto:field@afa.org

Upcoming Events

As we continue to adjust to the “New Norm”, we look to schedule future “field trips” to different organization on base. If
you have something specific you want to see please let us know! There are MANY events supporting our local Airmen
and changes of command! As a Chapter, we try to attend all that we can. If you are interested in representing your AFA
Chapter at any of these, please inform Wally Saeger (wsaeger@afatucsonl05.org) and he will coordinate it. You just have
to show up and enjoy these traditional military ceremonies and gatherings. First come, first served!!

April 2022

- 11™: Chapter Executive Committee Meeting, 12:00 Noon, 355™ Operations Group Conference Room (all welcome!)
- 29'™: Chapter Meeting, 355 SFS MWD Kennel & Training Area, 11:30 AM, Yuma Road

Maa\g 2022

- 2™ Chapter Executive Committee Meeting, 1200, 355™ Operations Group Conference Room (all welcome!)
- 13-14™: AFA Arizona Annual Gathering (Including State & Region Meetings), Club 56 Luke AFB, Glendale AZ, Hosted by Chapter 151
- 27™: NO Chapter Meeting, Enjoy your Memorial Weekend and HONOR what it stands for

June 2022
6™ Chapter Executive Committee Meeting, 1200, Location TBD
- 24™: Chapter Meeting, Subject and Location TBD

SAVE THESE DATES:

- Jul 11™; Chapter Executive Committee Meeting, 1200, 355th Operations Group Conference Room

- Jul 22™: No Chapter Meeting, Enjoy your summer break

- Aug 1% Chapter Executive Committee Meeting, 1200, Location TBD (all welcome!)

- Aug 26™: Chapter Meeting, Subject and Location TBD

- Sep 12™: Chapter Executive Committee Meeting, 1200, 355th Operations Group Conference Room (all welcome!)
- Sep 17-1 8" AFA National Convention, Gaylord Convention Center, National Harbor, MD

- Sep 19-21%: AFA Air & Space Conference, Gaylord Convention Center, National Harbor, MD

- Sep 23™: Chapter Meeting TBD

Air Force Association Air Force Association Means Americans for Air Power
Tucson Chapter 105
P. O. Box 15057

Tucson, AZ 85708 JOIN AFA

AFA’s Mission

Our Mission is to promote dominant U. S. Air and Space Forces as the foundation of a strong National Defense; to honor and support our Air-
men, Guardians, and their Families; and to remember and respect our enduring Heritage.

To accomplish this, we:

e EDUCATE the public on the critical need for unrivaled aerospace power and promote aerospace and STEM education for a technically
superior and professional workforce to ensure national security:

e ADVOCATE and promote aerospace power to favorably shape policy and resourcing decisions to guarantee the strongest aerospace
forces in the world:

e  SUPPORT Airmen, Guardians, and the families of the Total Air Force and Space Force, including Active Duty, National Guard, Re-
serve, civilians, families, and members of the Civil Air Patrol.



