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 From the Prez - 
Happy New Year.  As we start 2025, I hope 
you continue to enjoy your daily activities 
and count the blessings you have as an 
American.  I also encourage you to become 
as involved as you can with your local AFA 
Chapter 105. 
For our October 25th chapter meeting, our 
guest speaker was Ed Ryder, your chapter 
VP for Membership, on the history of the F-
16 “Viper”.  His talk covered all of the itera-
tions during its almost 50 years since the 
first flight of the YF-16 February 2, 1974.  
Over his 29-year career, he retired in 2006, 
Ed had the opportunity to fly almost every 
variant of the “Fighting Falcon”.  The day 
before, several chapter members helped 
DMAFB children enjoy an early Halloween 
at the Military & Family Readiness Center 
(M&FRC). See pictures elsewhere. 
As usual we didn’t have a chapter meeting 
in November, but members of the chapter 
stayed busy.  On Veterans’ Day, Marie 
Lankford, Ed & Vickie Jo Ryder, and my-
self, helped conduct the Veterans’ Day cere-
mony at Broadway Proper Assisted & Sen-
ior Living.  Over 30 veterans were honored 
with certificates and all attending joined in 
singing each of the service’s songs. 
The Annual Dorm Bash was held Monday, 
November 25th to feed airmen living in the 
DMAFB dorms.  Approximately 400 airmen 
enjoyed pulled pork, smoked turkey, potato 
salad, baked beans, cookies and brownies 
from Rudy’s BBQ on Ajo Way.  There were 
a variety of pies for the enjoyment of all so 
no one should have gone away hungry.  The 
Tucson Military Affairs Committee organiz-
es the event.  Your chapter contributed $750 
to help defray the cost while Vickie Jo Ry-
der, Bill Goodall, Bill Foraker and myself 
visited with the airmen while they were eat-
ing. 
Our December meeting was a joint meeting 
with the Daedalians Old Pueblo Flight 12 on 
Thursday, December 5th.  During the event 
the Daedalians presented their scholarships 
to one flying candidate from the University 
of Arizona’s Army, Navy and Air Force 
ROTC detachments while your chapter’s 
scholarship was presented to a non-flying 
candidate.  See separate pictures. 
Chapter members helped support several 
activities for DMAFB airmen and families.  
The annual Cookie Crunch collected cookie 
donations that were then divided into bags 
to be distributed to airmen living in the   

 
dorms on Monday, December 2nd. Then on Fri-
day, December 13th, Ed & Vickie Jo Ryder, 
Bryan & Sara Foulk, and Wally & Joan Saeger 
journeyed to the M&FRC to help kids and par-
ents enjoy Churros (cookies) and Cocoa with 
Santa. 
As we look forward to the next 3 months, we 
have planned chapter meetings in January & 
March; we skip February since the date coin-
cides with Heritage Flight.  March 1-2, your 
chapter will again host a STEM camp for teach-
ers from southern Arizona.  The camp focuses 
on teachers from Title I and underserved school 
districts.  It’s a chance for the teachers to partici-
pate in learning activities that they can bring 
back to their classrooms to enhance their stu-
dents’ STEM knowledge.  
DMAFB will host their biannual air show, 
“2025 Thunder and Lightning Over Arizona”, 
March 22-23.  If you plan to attend, please be 
aware that with the South Wilmot gate being 
closed for construction of a much needed new 
gate, accessing the base could take longer de-
pending on how traffic flow is setup.  
While your chapter continues to be in good fi-
nancial health, we need to continue raising funds 
to support chapter activities and fund the support 
we provide to our local airmen and their fami-
lies; so please consider donating.  If you are on 
Facebook, you can set up a fundraising event 
that directly supports YOUR chapter.   
Chapter 105 is part of the Fry’s Community Re-
wards Program.  This program makes fundrais-
ing easy by donating to local organizations 
based on the shopping you do every day.   
If you have any suggestions on other sources of 
funds please let us know.  The more we can raise 
the more we can support our Airmen, Guardians, 
and their Families.  
Since we use email to stay in touch, please re-
member to let us know if you change your email 
address.  AFA National is also dependent upon 
having your current email so you should let 
them know of any changes. 
 

Wally Saeger, President 
 
 
AFA Mission 
Our mission is to promote dominant U.S. Air 
and Space Forces as the foundation of a strong 
National Defense; to honor and support our 
Airmen, Guardians, and their Families; and to 
remember and respect our enduring Heritage. 
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What to know about Tricare costs and changes as 
open season starts 

    It’s that time of year when you can make changes to your 
military health care plan. 
The Tricare open season runs through Dec. 10. Some Tri-
care beneficiaries are also eligible for the Federal Employ-
ees Dental and Vision Insurance Program, or FEDVIP. That 
program’s open season ends on Dec. 9. It’s also the time to 
enroll in the dependent care flexible spending program now 
offered to active-duty service members. 
    Be aware of some changes, such as increases in some 
costs, as you decide what plan is best for you. A new con-
tractor, TriWest Healthcare Alliance, is taking over for the 
Tricare West Region on Jan. 1. The current East Region 
contractor, Humana Military, remains the same. 
Check the online Humana provider directory or the TriWest 
provider directory to see if your health care providers are in 
the network. 
    Tricare open season applies to those enrolled in or eligi-
ble for Tricare Prime or Tricare Select.   During this period, 
enrolled beneficiaries can make changes to their health cov-
erage — such as switching from Tricare Prime to Tricare 
Select, or moving from individual to family enrollment.                   
If you’re eligible for a Tricare plan but aren’t enrolled, now 
is the time to do it. Otherwise, you’ll have to wait until a 
qualifying life event, such as the birth or adoption of a child, 
marriage, divorce,  
  
    For more information please follow this link: https://
www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/mil-
money/2024/11/15/what-to-know-about-tricare-costs-and-
changes-as-open-season-starts/?utm_campaign=dfn-
ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru 

 Chapter’s October Meeting 
Col. (Ret) Ed Ryder 

  Chapter member Ed Ryder, formally an F-16 pilot, gave the at-
tendees a look into the past 50 years of the history of the F-16 
Fighting Falcon/”Viper”.  

 
  Conceived in the early 1970s by a small 
but vocal group of engineers and defense 
analysts known as the Lightweight Fighter 
Mafia, the F-16 was designed as an alterna-
tive to fighter aircraft that had grown in-
creasingly heavy and unmaneuverable. 
   
  A team working out at the aerospace divi-
sion of General Dynamics in Fort Worth, 
Texas (which Lockheed would acquire in 
1993) was designing a new type of fighter to 
meet the Lightweight Fighter Mafia’s ambi-
tious goals. They set out to trade excess 
weight and heavy payloads for speed and 
maneuverability, to develop a simple, inex-

pensive fighter that would fly so fast and turn so quickly that adver-
saries would be unable to strike it with either missiles or machine gun 
fire. 
 
  Beginning in 1975, the F-16 design team translated those ideas into 
the most advanced combat aircraft of its 
day, leaning on new technologies that had 
never before been integrated into a single 
aircraft. Its smooth blended-wing body 
provided extra lift and control; its critical 
fly-by-wire system kept the design stable 
and increased its agility; and its slightly 
tilted back ejection seat, side-mounted 
control stick, head-up display and bubble 
canopy improved pilot survivability as 
well as visibility and control. 
 
  It was sleek and fast, but by the 1980s, the F-16 was tasked to take 
on more missions, including bombing targets and close air support. 
So, engineers at Fort Worth added more powerful weapons and tar-
geting systems without diminishing the F-16’s unparalleled agility, 
transforming the Falcon into a true multirole aircraft. 
 
  The F-16’s new versatility was put on full display in 1991 during 
Operation Desert Storm; more missions were flown by the F-16s than 
any other aircraft. Pilots bombed airfields, military production facili-
ties, and missile sites and then shot down a Iraqi Mig-25 in the tense 
months that followed the campaign. 
 
  Since its first production order in 1975, more than 4,500 F-16s have 
been produced for 26 nations around the globe. Although scheduled 
to remain in service with U.S. forces until at least 2025, when the 
fifth-generation F-35 will shoulder much of the Falcon’s workload, 
Lockheed Martin continues to produce new versions of the F-16.   

On October 12, 1964, during its third test flight, its 
first supersonic, the paint of the XB-70 was worn off 
in entire patches on nearly 15% of the surface.  

MEMBERSHIP 

Happy New Year everybody and welcome to our new Chap-
ter 105 members from the last quarter.  Thank you for help-
ing support our Air & Space Forces Association mission, and 
we look forward to meeting you at a future meeting or event.  
Watch your email for announcements regarding monthly 
meetings and other AFA opportunities.  If you have ques-
tions please feel free to email me at member-
ship@afatucson.org.   Again, welcome! 

              New to AFA Tucson Chapter 105 

 

 Mr. Jonathan Bailey Maj Mycheal Weekes 

 Col (ret) Rett Benedict Capt Paige Waggoner 

 SrA Warren M. Knox Lt Col Scott Lieburn 

 Mr. Joseph Kramer 

https://www.goperspecta.com/VPD/HumanaMilitary/public/ProviderSearch/Main
https://tricare.triwest.com/en/beneficiary/
https://tricare.triwest.com/en/beneficiary/
https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/mil-money/2024/11/15/what-to-know-about-tricare-costs-and-changes-as-open-season-starts/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/mil-money/2024/11/15/what-to-know-about-tricare-costs-and-changes-as-open-season-starts/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/mil-money/2024/11/15/what-to-know-about-tricare-costs-and-changes-as-open-season-starts/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/mil-money/2024/11/15/what-to-know-about-tricare-costs-and-changes-as-open-season-starts/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
https://www.militarytimes.com/pay-benefits/mil-money/2024/11/15/what-to-know-about-tricare-costs-and-changes-as-open-season-starts/?utm_campaign=dfn-ebb&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sailthru
mailto:membership@afatucson.org
mailto:membership@afatucson.org


“A Little Bit of History” 

 Lockheed C-69 Constellation 
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  The Lockheed C-69 Constellation is a four-
engined, propeller-driven military transport aircraft 
developed during World War II. It was co-
developed with the Lockheed Constella-
tion airliner. 
   It first flew in 1943, and production of the 22 
constructed was shared between the United States 
Army Air Forces (15) and commercial carriers. 
Most of the C-69 aircraft built were later converted 
into civilian airliners under the designation Lock-
heed L-049 Constellation. 
  Following the Attack on Pearl Harbor and 
the United States entering World War II, the as-
sembly lines at Lockheed were taken over by the 
American government for the war effort. Along 
with the assembly lines, the Lockheed L-049 Con-
stellation airliner was also requisitioned and redes-
ignated C-69 and was to be used as an equipment 
and personnel transport by the United States Army 
Air Forces (USAAF).  
 
General characteristics 

 Crew: 4 

 Length: 95 ft 2 in   

 Wingspan: 123 ft   

 Height: 22 ft 5 in   

  Empty weight: 50,000 lb    

 Max takeoff weight: 72,000 lb   
Powerplant: 4 × Wright R-3350-35 Duplex-
Cyclone 18-cylinder air-cooled radial piston en-
gines         
Performance 

 Maximum speed: 330 mph   

 Cruise speed: 227 mph   

 Range: 2,400 mi   

 Service ceiling: 25,030 ft   

  Broadway Proper Salute to Veterans   

11 November 2024 
 

    

Several members of Tucson Chapter 
105 supported a Salute to Veterans at 

Broadway Proper Retirement Commu-
nity on 11 November--Veterans’ Day.  

Wally Saeger, Chapter President em-
ceed the ceremony and other members 

helped pass out certificates of appreci-
ation to the Vets, and roses to their 
spouses.  It was a heartwarming after-

noon and was appreciated by the veter-
ans, their families and friends.   

Definition: 

AIRSPEED - Speed of an airplane. (Deduct 25% 
when listening to a retired fighter pilot.)  

On Veterans Day, the above volunteers, organized by 
Barbara Brownlie, gathered at the Broadway Proper 
Retirement Community to honor the approximately 
40 veterans living there. 

From left to right:  Chapter members Ed & Vickie Jo 
Ryder, Marie Lankford & Wally Saeger played pivotal 
roles in making the 2024 Veterans Day recognition 
ceremony at Broadway Proper Retirement Community 
a success.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lockheed_Constellation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lockheed_Constellation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Air_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Air_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Attack_on_Pearl_Harbor
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lockheed_Corporation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lockheed_L-049_Constellation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lockheed_L-049_Constellation
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Air_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Army_Air_Forces
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wright_R-3350-35_Duplex-Cyclone
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wright_R-3350-35_Duplex-Cyclone


              Joint AFA/Daedalians Scholarship Presentations Luncheon  
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Group picture taken at the Joint AFA Chapter 
105/Daedalians Old Pueblo Flight 12 scholarship 
luncheon, December 5th at the American Legion 
Post 36. 
Left to Right: Cadet Dafne Flores, AFROTC; 
Cadet Aiden Peck, AFROTC; Cadet Mark Hall, 
AROTC; LTC Richard Ingleby, USA; Lt Col 
(Ret) August “Augie” DeRosa, USAF; Lt Col 
(Ret) Jerry Bryant, USAF; Col Cory “Ogre” 
Christoffer, USAF; Cadet Jake Adams, 
AFROTC; Cadet Andrew Peabody, NROTC; and 
Ensign Braxton Ulmer, USN 
 
Cadet Aiden Peck was commissioned a 2 Lt in 
the USAF on December 21st 

Cadet Mark Hall, Army ROTC, University of Ari-
zona, receives his Daedalians scholarship from Lt 
Col (Ret) Augie DeRosa 

Cadet Andrew Peabody, Navy ROTC, Universi-
ty of Arizona, receives his Daedalians Scholar-
ship from Lt Col (Ret) Augie DeRosa  

Cadet Jake Adams, Air Force ROTC Det 020, 
University of Arizona, receives his Daedalians 
Scholarship from Lt Col (Ret) Augie DeRosa  

 

 

 

 

 

AFA Scholarships 
 
We want to see our members 
aim high in their educational 
journeys. Financial assis-
tance and support are availa-
ble for all Active Duty, 
Guard, and Reserve service 
members, their dependents, 
Air and Space Force spouses, 
cadets, and civilians. Go to 
AFA Scholarships - Air & 
Space Forces Association 
and explore 11 unique oppor-
tunities made possible by the 
generosity of AFA’s donors 
and sponsors.  Applications 
are accepted  through April 
30th.   
Apply for a scholarship to-
day! 

 

Marilyn 
Zabowsky not 
only organized 
the Wreaths 
Across Ameri-
ca held at Our 
Lady of the 
Dessert Ceme-
tery, December 
14th, she acted 
as the Master of 
Ceremony. 

Flags representing each of the services 
were provided and carefully arranged 
by the Davis-Monthan AFB Honor 
Guard. The wreaths in front of the 
flags were then placed by ceremony 
participants on graves of veterans. 

Wreaths Across America  

Wreaths Across America is an annual event held at many cemeteries across the country to honor the veterans buried or interned there.  This 
year the event took place on Saturday, December 14th and there was a new cemetery that participated; Our Lady of the Desert Cemetery at 
All Faiths Memorial Park located on South Avenida los Reyes just off Old Spanish Trail.   
The event was organized by chapter member Marilyn Zabowsky, and the location had a special meaning to her since her father is buried 
there.  Almost a dozen people participated based upon their relationship with Marilyn; several of whom also had family members buried 
there. 

Members of the 
DMAFB Honor Guard 
presented the Colors at 
the start of the ceremo-
ny while the Star-
Spangled Banner was 
sung a Capela by mem-
bers of the audience led 
by Marilyn Zabowsky.  
Members of the 
DMAFB Honor Guard 
were TSgt Joseph Peter-
son, SrA Jonah Galvan, 
A1C Nicholas Chavez 
and A1C Judah Morton. 

 
 
 
AFA Chapter 105 is looking for 
help with our social media man-
agement, primarily Facebook 
and the Webpage.  If you have 
the skills and a couple hours a 
month to assist, we would love 
to have you join our team.  
Please contact Wally Saeger 
wsaegero6@gmail.com or Ed 
Ryder ryderf16@msn.com if 
you are interested in helping out 
or have questions.   

Cadet Dafne Flores, Air Force ROTC Det 020, Uni-
versity of Arizona, receives her AFA Chapter 105 
Scholarship from Col (Ret) Wally Saeger USAF. 

https://www.afa.org/scholarships/
https://www.afa.org/scholarships/
https://www.afa.org/scholarships/
https://www.afa.org/scholarships/
mailto:wsaegero6@gmail.com
mailto:ryderf16@msn.com


Thanksgiving Dorm Bash  

November 25th 
Chapter members Wally Saeger, Vickie Jo Ryder, Bill Foraker & Bill Goodall showed up to assist at the Thanksgiving “Dorm 

Bash”, Monday, November 25th.  The Tucson Military Affairs Committee organizes the event to serve a meal to residents of the 

DMAFB dorms who haven’t gone home yet for Thanksgiving.  Approximately 400 hungry airmen were served meals provided by 

Ruby’s BBQ. 

Chapter member Bill 

Foraker was a hit with 

the troops wearing his 

World War II mechanics 

“uniform” which he 

talked to the troops about 

while they were waiting 

to be served or actually 

eating.  In the picture Bill 

is modelling” Rudy’s 

Sissy Sauce. 

Chapter members Wally Sae-

ger, Bill Foraker & Bill 

Goodall showed up to assist at 

the Thanksgiving “Dorm 

Bash”, Monday, November 

25th.  The Tucson Military 

Affairs Committee organizes 

the event to serve a meal to 

residents of the DMAFB 

dorms who haven’t gone home 

yet for Thanksgiving.  Ap-

proximately 400 hungry air-

men were served meals pro-

vided by Ruby’s BBQ. 

Cookies & Cocoa with Santa 

Volunteers wait for the arrival of 
DMAFB families to spend time sharing 
their Christmas wishes with Santa be-
fore they can visit a room full of toys 
and other gifts where they can select 
one large gift & two small gifts.  The 
gifts were solicited from local Tucson 
businesses. 

Before the children got to 
the GIFT room, they 
could participate in a 
“snowball” fight with 
volunteers using puffy 
snowballs so no one got 
hurt.  I think that the 
volunteers enjoyed it as 
much as the kids; wait 
the volunteers are just 
really BIG kids. 

Chapter president, Wally Sae-
ger, shows off his Christmas 
attire (note Santa Claus enjoy-
ing several Hawaiian activi-
ties) as he welcomes DMAFB 
families to register for the 
drawing for numerous door 
prizes included several bikes, 
a big screen TV and other 
prizes too many to mention. 

A small view of the 
MOUNTAIN of gifts 
for kids to choose 
from.  Many circled 
around and around 
trying to decide.  
Thank you to the 
Military & Family 
Readiness Center for 
the opportunity to 
participate.  And 
thank you for the 
support you provide 
to the families of 
DMAFB. 
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Halloween at the Military & Family Readiness Center 

Chapter member Bill Foraker, dressed as the “Grim Reap-

er”, Cadet Bridger from U of A ROTC, and chapter treasur-

er Marie Lankford pose at the Military & Family Readiness 

Center on October 24th, before DMAFB families come 

through the Halloween-decorated halls to collect candy & 

other treats.  Chapter secretary, Vickie Jo Ryder, recruited 

chapter members and AFROTC cadets from the U of A to 

help make the event a success. 

Another U of A  AFROTC cadet, masquerading as 

“ELMO”, sits ready to hand out candy to DMAFB chil-

DMAFB families enjoyed Halloween treats after their children 

received LOTS of candy curtesy of the Military & Family 

Readiness Center & the many volunteers helping making the 

event a success.  In the background to the right are the 355th 

Wing Commander, Col Scott Mills, mostly obscured, and 

355th Wing Command Chief, CMSgt Michael Becker, talking 

with some of the volunteers after they had transited the Hal-

loween-decorated halls (no they didn’t accept any candy dur-

ing their journey). 
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CyberPatriot is AFA’s National Youth Cyber Education Program, 
created to motivate students toward careers in cybersecurity and other 
STEM disciplines. The program has a variety of offerings for K-12 
students, as well as a cyber safety initiative for senior citizens and a 
community service opportunity for student and adult volunteers. To 
learn more about any of the programs offered by CyberPatriot, visit 
www.uscyberpatriot.org.  

 

 

  Douglas C-124 Globemaster II was an American heavy lift 
cargo aircraft. 
 
   Initially the Globemaster II affectionately nicknamed Old 
Shaky was operated by the USAF's SAC (Strategic Air 
Command) and it's primary duty was to transport nuclear 
weapons and personnel between SAC bases, Old Shaky was 
also the primary USAF MATS (Military Air Transport Ser-
vice) heavy lift transport aircraft of the 1950's and early 
1960's until replaced by the C-141 Starlifter. 
 
  First flight of the Globemaster II was November 27th, 
1949, introduction to service was in 1950. 448 Globemaster 
II's were built and she served with the USAF until 1970 and 
would continue to serve on until as late as 1974 with the Air 
National Guard and the Air Force Reserve.  

What was the problem with the B-29 Superfortress? 
  
The B-29 Superfortress was a significant improvement over its 
predecessor, the B-17 Flying Fortress, but it still had several 
problems that affected its performance and reliability during 
World War II. Some of the main issues with the B-29 were: 
1. Fuel leaks: The B-29's fuel system was prone to leaks, which 
caused fires and reduced its range. 
2. Engine problems: The B-29's four Wright R-3350 engines 
were powerful but also prone to overheating, leading to engine 
failures and reducing the aircraft's availability. 
3. Pressurization issues: The B-29's pressurized cabin often 
leaked air, causing problems with altitude and temperature con-
trol. 
4. Turbulence: The B-29 was sensitive to turbulence, which 
caused discomfort and fatigue for the crew. 
5. Limited visibility: The B-29's cockpit was designed to reduce 
pilot fatigue, but it also limited visibility, making it difficult for 
pilots to navigate and engage targets. 
6. High maintenance requirements: The B-29 was a complex 
aircraft with many mechanical systems, which made it difficult 
to maintain and repair. 
7. Weather radar limitations: The B-29's weather radar system 
was not as effective as expected, which made navigation and 
target acquisition more challenging in bad weather. 
8. Crew training issues: The B-29 required specialized training 
for its crew, which was often not provided or was inadequate, 
leading to accidents and errors. 
Despite these issues, the B-29 remained a formidable bomber 
throughout World War II and played a significant role in the 
Allied victory. Post-war improvements addressed many of these 
problems, making the B-29 an even more effective and reliable 
aircraft. 

MISCELLANOUS AIRPLANE STUFF 
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Community Partner Program 
 
For more than 40 years, businesses have been joining the Air Force Association to support both AFA National and local AFA chap-
ters. Becoming a Community Partner is a great way to get your business involved with your local Air Force Community. Community 
Partners are partnership businesses that want to assist both AFA National and the local AFA chapters by becoming involved in   
Community efforts to support the United States Air Force. 
 
By forming a partnership with your local AFA chapter, your business will help AFA fulfill their mission to promote a dominant Unit-
ed States Air Force and a strong national defense. Any business or organization can become a CP and have two options for member-
ship: 
 
Category One (CP I) $90.00 annually- Business can designate one person to receive AFA Membership and enjoy all benefits thereof. 
 
Category Two (CP II) $180.00 annually- Business can designate two people to receive AFA Membership and enjoy all benefits 
thereof. 
 
Not only does a Community Partner receive all the benefits of an AFA membership, such as a variety of product and service dis-
counts, insurance programs, and much more, but the partner will also receive the following upon joining AFA: 
      
Date Medallion 
 
Wooden Plaque 
 
8”x5”  “Our Business Supports Our Troops" Window Decal 
 
If your business is interested in becoming a Community Partner, you should first contact your local chapter.   
 
For questions or for more information on the program, please contact: Dave Carrell, carrelldav@aol.com, (520) 305-4407 
  
Have your business become a part of a great cause and show your patrons that you support our Air Force! 
 

A & E Specialty Marketing 
Elliott M. Klahr 
P. O. Box 4423 
Rio Rico, AZ85648 
520-281-1369 (P) 
520-980-0515 (C) 
 
Chick-fil-A 
Dave Carrell 
6675 E. Grant Rd. 
Tucson, AZ 85715 
520-305-4407 
 
Chick-fil-A 
4885 N. Oracle Rd. 
Tucson, AZ 85705 
520-408-2456 
 
Chick-fil-A 
Brian White 
3943 W. Ina Rd. 
Tucson, AZ 85741 
520-744-6269 
 
 

 

  

 

Chick-fil-A 
Matt Hountz 
3605 E. Broadway Blvd 
Tucson, AZ 85716 
520-321-4232 
 
Chick-fil-A 
Andres Romo 
1188 W. Irvington Rd. 
Tucson, AZ 85714 
530-741-2280 
 
Ciruli Brothers 
5 Calle Cristina 
Rio Rico, AZ 85648 
520-281-1456 
 
 

  
 
  

Tucson Appliance Company 
Chris Edwards 
4229 E. Speedway Blvd 
Tucson, AZ 85712  
520-881-1207 
tacappliance.com 
 
Aero Club of Arizona  
P. O. Box 856 
Green Valley, AZ 85622 
520-648-5749 
 
Vantage West Credit Union 
P. O. Box 15115 
Tucson, AZ 85708 
800-888-7882 
Vantagewest.org 

Tucson Chapter’s Community Partners 

mailto:field@afa.org


AFA’s Mission 

Our Mission is to promote dominant U. S. Air and Space Forces as the foundation of a strong National Defense; to honor and support our Air-
men, Guardians, and their Families; and to remember and respect our enduring Heritage. 
 
To accomplish this, we: 
 

 EDUCATE the public on the cr itical need for  unr ivaled aerospace power  and promote aerospace and STEM education for  a technically 
superior and professional workforce to ensure national security: 

 ADVOCATE and promote aerospace power  to favorably shape policy and r esourcing decisions to guarantee the strongest aerospace 
forces in the world: 

 SUPPORT Airmen, Guardians, and the families of the Total Air  Force and Space Force, including Active Duty, National Guard, Re-
serve, civilians, families, and members of the Civil Air Patrol. 

  

 Upcoming Events 

We hope to schedule future “field trips” to different organization on base while conducting chapter 
meetings at the American Legion Post 36 off base.  If you have something specific you want to see, 
please let us know! There are MANY events supporting our local Airmen and changes of command! 
As a Chapter, we try to attend all that we can. If you are interested in representing your AFA Chapter 
at any of these, please inform Wally Saeger (wsaeger@afatucson105.org) and he will coordinate it. 
You just have to show up and enjoy these traditional military ceremonies and gatherings. First come, 
first served!! 

Jan 2025 

- 6th: Chapter Executive Committee Meeting, 1200, OG Conf Rm, DMAFB (all welcome!) 

- 24th: Chapter Meeting, TBD, American Legion Post 36 

 

Feb 2025 

- 3rd: Chapter Executive Committee Meeting, 1200, OG Conf Rm, DMAFB (all welcome!) 

- 28th: No Chapter Meeting, Heritage Flight, More details to follow  

 

Mar 2025 

   - 3rd: Chapter Executive Committee Meeting, 1200, OG Conf Rm, DMAFB (all welcome!) 

   - 28th: Chapter Meeting, Subject & Location TBD  

     

SAVE THESE DATES: 

- Mar 22-23: DMAFB Air Show 

- Apr 7th: Chapter Executive Committee Meeting, 1200, OG Conf Rm, DMAFB (all welcome!) 

- Apr 25th: Chapter Meeting, Subject & Location TBD  

- May 5th: Chapter Executive Committee Meeting, 1200, OG Conf Rm, DMAFB (all welcome!) 

- May 23rd: No Chapter Meeting, Enjoy your Memorial Day Weekend 

- Jun 2nd: Chapter Executive Committee Meeting, 1200, OG Conf Rm, DMAFB (all welcome!) 

    - Jun 27th: Chapter Meeting, Subject & Location TBD  
   

 

 
  


